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RULES FOR CANDIDATE ROTATIONS 

Statewide offices: Candidates’ names appear on the ballot using the Secretary of State’s random 
alphabet and rotate through all 80 assembly districts.  

Congressional: Candidates’ names appear on the ballot using the Secretary of State’s random 
alphabet and rotate by the Assembly Districts that are within the Congressional district.  

Board of equalization: Candidates’ names appear on the ballot using the secretary of state’s 
random alphabet and rotate by the assembly districts that are within the board of equalization 
district. 

State senate and state assembly: If the state senate or assembly district is in more than one 
county, the county random alphabet is applied. If the state senate or assembly district is wholly 
contained within the county, the state random alphabet is applied. Candidates’ names do not rotate. 

Countywide offices: The candidates’ names appear on the ballot using the secretary of state’s 
random order and rotate by supervisorial districts in the county.  

All other offices: Candidates’ names appear on the ballot using the secretary of state’s random 
order and do not rotate. 

APPOINTMENT IN-LIEU OF ELECTION 

Special Districts: If the number of candidates is equal to or less than the number of vacancies to be 
filled within the district, the office does not appear on the ballot. The Board of supervisors appoints 
the unopposed candidates. Appointees by the board of supervisors take office and serve exactly as 
if elected at the general election. 

Elections Code § 8028 

School Districts: If the number of candidates is equal to or less than the number of offices to be 
filled within a particular district, an election will not be held, and the qualified candidates shall be 
seated at the organizational meeting of the school district governing board. 

Elections Code § 5326 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES RUNNING FOR OFFICE 

An employee of a local agency may not be sworn into office as an elected or appointed member of 
the legislative body of that local agency unless they resign as an employee. If the employee does 
not resign, the employment shall automatically terminate upon them being sworn into office. This 
does not apply to any volunteer firefighters who do not receive a salary. 

Government Code § 53227



http://www.oag.ca.gov/
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HOW THE TOP-TWO AFFECT NONPARTISAN OFFICES 

Nonpartisan offices such as judges, school board members, special districts, county officers, 
municipal officers, and the superintendent of public instruction are open to all eligible voters. As 
always, voters can vote for any candidates for nonpartisan offices in the primary. If one candidate 
receives over 50 percent of the vote in "vote for one" contests, that candidate is declared the 
winner and does not need to run again in the November general election. If no candidate in a "vote 
for one" contest receives a majority vote, then the two candidates who receive the most votes will 
be placed on the November ballot. 

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD 

After the close of the filing period, anyone may examine any ballot designation and/or statement. 
During a 10-calendar-day period commencing the day after the close of the filing period, the county 
elections official or any voter who resides within the jurisdiction in which the election is being held 
may seek a writ of mandate or an injunction challenging any or all the material in a candidate 
statement or challenging the ballot designation. 

Elections Code §§ 13313, 13314 

STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTERESTS (FORM 700) 

Government Code § 87300 requires every agency to adopt a conflict-of-interest code. A conflict-of- 
interest code is a document which designates the positions within an agency that makes, or 
participates in making, governmental decisions which may have a foreseeable material effect on 
any financial interest. Only candidates for elective office under the agency's conflict of interest code 
and candidates for public office listed in Government Code § 87200 must file a Statement of 
Economic Interest with their nomination papers, unless they filed a statement for the same 
jurisdiction within 60 days before filing a Declaration of Candidacy. 

All information required to be disclosed per the conflict-of-interest code for the office sought during 
the 12 months before the nomination deadline must be reported. The candidate's investments, 
interests in real property, and any income received during the immediately preceding 12 months are 
disclosed. The Form 700 is to be completed and filed with the ROV before the deadline to file a 
Declaration of Candidacy. For technical questions regarding completion of Form 700, please 
contact the FPPC. 

Government Code §§ 87200, 87202, 87203 
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 MASS MAILING HANDOUT  
ALL CANDIDATES OR THEIR AGENTS AT TIME OF FILING DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY AND TO THE 
PROPONENTS OF A LOCAL INITIATIVE OR REFERENDUM AT TIME OF FILING PEITIONS SHALL BE PROVIDED A 
COPY OF CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE 84305 PER ELECTION CODE 16. 

84305.   

(a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a candidate, candidate controlled committee established for an elective office 
for the controlling candidate, or political party committee shall not send a mass mailing unless the name, street address, 
and city of the candidate or committee are shown on the outside of each piece of mail in the mass mailing and on at least 
one of the inserts included within each piece of mail of the mailing in no less than 6-point type that is in a color or print that 
contrasts with the background so as to be easily legible. A post office box may be stated in lieu of a street address if the 
candidate’s, candidate-controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling candidates, or political party 
committee’s address is a matter of public record with the Secretary of State. 

(2) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a committee, other than a candidate controlled committee established for an 
elective office for the controlling candidate or a political party committee, shall not send a mass mailing that is not required 
to include a disclosure pursuant to Section 84504.2 unless the name, street address, and city of the committee is shown 
on the outside of each piece of mail in the mass mailing and on at least one of the inserts included within each piece of 
mail of the mailing in no less than 6-point type that is in a color or print that contrasts with the background so as to be 
easily legible. A post office box may be stated in lieu of a street address if the committee’s address is a matter of public 
record with the Secretary of State. 

(b) If the sender of the mass mailing is a single candidate or committee, the name, street address, and city of the candidate 
or committee need only be shown on the outside of each piece of mail. 

(c) (1) A candidate, candidate-controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling candidate, or political 
party committee shall not send a mass electronic mailing unless the name of the candidate or committee is shown in the 
electronic mailing preceded by the words “Paid for by” in at least the same size font as a majority of the text in the electronic 
mailing. 

(2) A committee, other than a candidate controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling 
candidate or a political party committee, shall not send a mass electronic mailing that is not required to include a 
disclosure pursuant to Section 84502 or 84504.3 unless the name of the committee is shown in the electronic mailing 
preceded by the words “Paid for by” in at least the same size font as a majority of the text in the electronic mailing. 

(d) If the sender of a mass mailing is a controlled committee, the name of the person controlling the committee shall be 
included in addition to the information required by subdivision (a) or (c). 

(e) For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 

(1) “Mass electronic mailing” means sending more than two hundred substantially similar pieces of electronic mail within 
a calendar month. “Mass electronic mailing” does not include a communication that was solicited by the recipient, 
including, but not limited to, acknowledgments for contributions or information that the recipient communicated to the 
organization. 

(2) “Sender” means the candidate, candidate-controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling 
candidate, or political party committee who pays for the largest portion of expenditures attributable to the designing, 
printing, and posting of the mailing which are reportable pursuant to Sections 84200 to 84216.5, inclusive. 

(3) To “pay for” a share of the cost of a mass mailing means to make, to promise to make, or to incur an obligation to 
make, any payment: (A) to any person for the design, printing, postage, materials, or other costs of the mailing, including 
salaries, fees, or commissions, or (B) as a fee or other consideration for an endorsement or, in the case of a ballot 
measure, support or opposition, in the mailing. 

(f) This section does not apply to a mass mailing or mass electronic mailing that is paid for by an independent expenditure. 

(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 558, Sec. 1. (AB 864) Effective January 1, 2020. Note: This section was added on June 4, 1974, by 
initiative Prop. 9.) 
 



https://Cybersecurity.sos.ca.gov
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 POLITICAL SIGNS  
The ROV does not have jurisdiction over the placement or removal of campaign lawn signs or other 
outdoor advertising within city limits. The placement of political signs is subject to local regulations, it 
is the candidate’s responsibility to know the requirements before placing their signs. 

STATE 

The California Department of Transportation Right of Way Program - Outdoor Advertising Branch 
has specific requirements about political signs placed within their areas of jurisdiction. If a candidate 
chooses to post campaign signs, a completed Statement of Responsibility for Temporary Political Signs 
form must be filed with the Department of Transportation. 

Political signs may be placed 90 days before the election and removed 10 days after. 
CA Business and Professions Code § 5405.3 (b) 

COUNTY 

All political signs in unincorporated San Joaquin County shall be placed any time before an election 
and removed within 30 days following the conclusion of an election. 

San Joaquin County Ordinance 9 § 1710.5 (c) (d) 

CITIES WITHIN SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY 

Escalon: Signs may be placed 90 days before the election and removed 5 days after. 
Escalon Municipal Code § 17.42.180 

Lathrop: Signs may be placed 90 days before the election and removed 7 days after. 
Lathrop Municipal Code § 17.84.060 

Lodi: Signs may be placed any time before the election and removed 10 days after. 
Lodi Municipal Code § 17.34.070 

Manteca: Signs may be placed any time before the election and removed 7 days after. 
Manteca Municipal Code § 7.54.040 b (7) 

Ripon: Signs may be placed 90 days before the election and removed 7 days after. 
Ripon Municipal Code § 16.172.030 (L) 

Stockton: Signs may be placed upon filing for office and removed 7 days after an election. 
Stockton Municipal Code § 16.76.040 (D) 

Tracy: Signs may be placed 45 days before the election and removed 5 days after. 
Tracy Municipal Code § 10.08.4460 (f) 

Public Utilities prohibit the posting of signs on their property including telephone poles. 
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 CITY CLERKS  
City of Escalon 

2060 McHenry Avenue, Escalon, CA 95320 
Phone: (209) 691-7400 

Email: cityclerk@cityofescalon.org 
Website: www.cityofescalon.org 

City of Lathrop 
390 Towne Centre Drive, Lathrop, CA 95330 

Phone: (209) 941-7230 
Email: website_cco@ci.lathrop.ca.us 

Website: www.ci.lathrop.ca.us 

City of Lodi 
221 W. Pine Street, Lodi, CA 95240 

Phone: (209) 333-6702 
Email: cityclerk@lodi.gov 
Website: www.lodi.gov 

City of Manteca 
1001 W. Center Street, Manteca, CA 95337 

Phone: (209) 456-8000 
Email: mayorcouncilclerk@ci.manteca.ca.us 

Website: www.ci.manteca.ca.us 

City of Ripon 
259 N. Wilma Avenue, Ripon, CA 95366 

Phone: (209) 599-2108 
Email: cityclerk@cityofripon.org 
Website: www.cityofripon.org 

City of Stockton 
425 N. El Dorado Street, Stockton, CA 95202 

Phone: (209) 937-8458 
Email: city.clerk@stocktonca.gov 

Website: www.stocktonca.gov 

City of Tracy 
333 Civic Center Plaza, Tracy, CA 95376 

Phone: (209) 831-6105 
Email: cityclerk@cityoftracy.org 
Website: www.cityoftracy.org 

mailto:cityclerk@cityofescalon.org
mailto:website_cco@ci.lathrop.ca.us
http://www.ci.lathrop.ca.us/
mailto:cityclerk@lodi.gov
http://www.lodi.gov/
mailto:mayorcouncilclerk@ci.manteca.ca.us
http://www.ci.manteca.ca.us/
mailto:cityclerk@cityofripon.org
http://www.cityofripon.org/
mailto:city.clerk@stocktonca.gov
http://www.stocktonca.gov/
mailto:cityclerk@cityoftracy.org
http://www.cityoftracy.org/
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 IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION  
For more information about outdoor advertising and political signs: 

Department of Transportation (DOT) 
Outdoor Advertising 

1120 N. Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: (916) 654-6473 

Website: www.dot.ca.gov 

For information about campaign disclosures, conflict of interest disclosure, state contribution limits, 
or proper use of campaign funds: 

Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) 
Campaign Finance Information 

1102 Q Street, Suite 3000, Sacramento, CA 95811 
Phone (Mon - Thu, 9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.): 1 (866) ASK-FPPC (275-3772) 

Website: www.fppc.ca.gov 

For information about the Elections Code, certified list of candidates, and statewide elections results: 

Secretary of State’s Office (SOS) 
1500 11th Street, Room 495, Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone (Elections Division): (916) 657-2166 
Phone (Political Reform Division): (916) 653-6224 

Website: www.sos.ca.gov 

For information about committee tax status, tax-deductible contributions, or any other tax-related 
questions: 

State Franchise Tax Board (FTB) 
Customer Service 

3321 Power Inn Road, Suite 250, Sacramento, CA 95826 
Phone: (800) 852-5711 

Website: www.ftb.ca.gov 

For information regarding the electronic filing of mandated campaign statements: 

NetFile 
Website: www.netfile.com 

Email (Technical Support): filerhelp@netfile.com 

There are videos and printable instructions available at http://netfile.com/filer to create your free 
filer account. 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/
http://www.ftb.ca.gov/
http://www.netfile.com/
mailto:filerhelp@netfile.com
http://netfile.com/filer


https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/501.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/470.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/ada-forms/410%20ADA%20v2.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/497.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/the-law/the-political-reform-act.html
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/the-law/fppc-regulations.html
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/the-law/fppc-regulations.html
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 FPPC FILING SCHEDULE  
Filing Schedule for State Candidates and their Controlled Committees 

Listed on the March 5, 2024 Ballot 
Deadline Period  Form Notes 

Jan 31, 2024** 
Semi-Annual 

* – 12/31/23 460 
• All committees must file this statement. 
• May be filed on January 25, 2024. 

Within 10 
Business Days 
$5,000 Report 

Ongoing 
File anytime other than the 

90-day election cycle 
497 

Only E-filers file this report: 
• File if a contribution of $5,000 or more is 

received from a single source. 
• No paper copy is required. 
• File within 10 business days of receipt of 

contribution. 

Within 24 Hours 
Election Cycle 
Reports 

12/6/23 – 3/5/24 497 

• File if a contribution of $1,000 or more in 
the aggregate is received from a single 
source. 

• File if a contribution of $1,000 or more in 
the aggregate is made to or in 
connection with another candidate or 
measure listed on the March 5, 2024, 
ballot, or made to a political party 
committee. 

• The recipient of a non-monetary 
contribution of $1,000 or more in the 
aggregate must file a Form 497 within 
48 hours from the time the contribution 
is received. 

• E-file only. No paper copy is required. 

Jan 25, 2024 
1st Pre-Election 

1/1/24 – 1/20/24 
460 or 

470 
• Each candidate listed on the ballot must 

file Form 460 or Form 470 (see below). 

Feb 22, 2024 
2nd Pre-Election 

1/21/24 – 2/17/24 460 

• All committees must file this statement. 
• Paper copies must be filed by personal 

delivery, guaranteed overnight service, 
or by email with a verified digital 
signature. 

Jul 31, 2024 
Semi-Annual 

2/18/24 – 6/30/24 460 
• All committees must file Form 460 

unless the committee filed termination 
Forms 410 and 460 before June 30, 
2024. 

 
 See next pages for additional reporting information.

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/497.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/497.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/470.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
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Depending on committee activity, one or more of the following statements may 
also be required: 

• Payments Related to a State Ballot Measure (E-filers only): File Form 496 (24-Hour/10-Day 
Independent Expenditure Report) or Form 497 (24-Hour/10-Day Contribution Report) within 10 business 
days of making payments totaling $5,000 or more in connection with a single state ballot measure. No 
paper copy is required. 

• Form 511: File within 10-Days of making either of the following expenditures related to an advertisement 
to support or oppose a ballot measure: 1) A payment totaling $5,000 or more to an individual to appear 
in an advertisement, or 2) A payment of any amount to an individual portraying a member of a licensed 
occupation (e.g., nurse, doctor, firefighter). E-filers must also file a paper copy.*** 

• Form E-530: File within 48 hours of making a payment, or a promise of a payment, of $50,000 or more 
during the 45 days prior to an election for a communication that identifies a state candidate listed on the 
ballot but does not expressly advocate the election or defeat of the candidate. No paper copy is required. 

Additional Notes: 
• Deadline Extensions: Deadlines are extended when they fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or an official state 

holiday. This extension does not apply to a 24-Hour/10-Day Contribution Report (Form 497) that is due 
the weekend before the election, and this extension never applies to any 24-Hour/10-Day Independent 
Expenditure Report (Form 496). Such reports must be filed within 24 hours, regardless of the day of the 
week. 

• Where to File: State committees file statements with the Secretary of State. Candidate controlled 
committees that are not e-filers file paper copies with the elections’ official at the candidate's county of 
domicile. 

• Form 501: All candidates must file Form 501 (Candidate Intention Statement) before soliciting/receiving 
contributions. 

• E-Filer: A state committee that has received contributions or made expenditures totaling $25,000 or 
more. 

• Form 460: All state committees, including e-filers, must also file paper copies.*** 

• Form 470 (2024): Candidates who do not raise or spend $2,000 or more (or anticipate raising or 
spending $2,000 or more) in 2024 and do not have an open committee may file Form 470 on or before 
January 25, 2024. If the candidate raises or spends $2,000 or more later during the calendar year, a 
Form 470 Supplement and a Form 410 must be filed. 

• Forms 496 and Form 497: All reports filed online only.

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/511.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/E-530_Instructions.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/501.pdf
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• Independent Expenditures: Committees making independent expenditures totaling $1,000 or more to 
support or oppose other candidates or ballot measures also file: 

o Form 496: This form is due within 24 hours if made in the 90-day, 24-hour reporting period of 
the candidate’s or measure’s election. Refer to the applicable filing schedule. Form 496 is filed 
with the filing officer in the jurisdiction of the affected candidate or measure. 

o Form 462: This verification form must be e-mailed to the FPPC within 10 days. 

• Multiple Committees: All committees controlled by a state candidate listed on the March ballot must 
file statements on the pre-election filing deadlines, in addition to the committee formed for this election. 
For example, a candidate for Senate listed on the March 5, 2024, ballot maintains an Assembly 
officeholder committee must file pre-election statements for both committees even if the Assembly 
committee has not received or made payments. 

• State Contribution Limits: Refer to the contribution limits chart on the FPPC website. 

• Penalties: Late statements and reports are subject to a fine of $10 per day on both paper and the e-
filed version (i.e., $20 per day for a late Form 460). Failure to file a statement or report could result in an 
enforcement penalty of $5,000 per violation. 

• After the Election: Reporting requirements will depend on whether the candidate is successful and 
whether a campaign committee is open. See Campaign Disclosure Manual 1 for additional information. 

• Public Documents: All statements and reports are public documents. 

• Resources: Campaign manuals and other instructional materials are available on the Campaign Rules 
page. Or visit www.fppc.ca.gov > Learn > Campaign Rules. 

*Period Covered: The period covered by any statement begins on the day after the closing date of the last 
statement filed, or January 1, if no previous statement has been filed. 

**Deadlines: Due to the election being held early in the year, the deadline for the first pre-election statement 
for calendar year 2024 is earlier than the deadline for the semi-annual statement for calendar year 2023. A 
candidate/committee active in both calendar years may file the 2023 statement on January 25, 2024. 

***Paper Filings: All paper filings may be filed by first-class mail or by email with a verified digital signature 
unless otherwise noted. Persons required to file a report or statement by paper with the Secretary of State’s 
Office may instead file by email (digitalfiling@sos.ca.gov) with a verified digital signature or other digital 
means as prescribed by the Secretary of State’s Office. Please visit the Secretary of State’s website for 
more information on how to file with a digital signature. Refer to the Filing with a Digital Signature Fact Sheet 
for assistance in creating your digital ID. 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/496.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/462.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Documents/2023_Contribution_Limits_Chart_Final.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Manuals/Manual_1/Entire-Manual-1.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules.html
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
mailto:digitalfiling@sos.ca.gov
https://www.sos.ca.gov/campaign-lobbying/digital-signature-filing-instructions-campaign-filings
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/new-laws/Filing_With_A_Digital_Signature_Final.pdf
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 NETFILE  
 

San Joaquin County Code of Ordinances, Title 6, Division 12, Section 4 (6-12004, “Economic 
Filings”) requires all campaign disclosure reports and documents mandated by the California Political 
Reform Act to be filed electronically. A filer who receives contributions totaling less than $2,000.00 
and makes expenditures totaling less than $2,000.00 in a calendar year is exempt from this 
requirement, however the filer still has the option to file electronically and is strongly advised to do so. 

San Joaquin County has contracted with NetFile to be the filing platform for all local candidates, their 
committees, and committees supporting or opposing ballot measures to electronically submit 
Campaign Finance Statements.  

NetFile offers tutorials covering how to effectively utilize and navigate their website. As a first step in 
using this service, you may find it helpful to watch the “How to Create a New Campaign NetFile User” 
video in the “Videos” section of the page at www.netfile.com/filer. 

 

http://www.netfile.com/filer


36 

 ELECTION OBSERVERS  
GENERAL RULES FOR ELECTION OBSERVERS 

The number of observers may be limited so as not to interfere with the process. Operations will 
continue as scheduled regardless of whether observers are present. Observers who fail to follow 
these rules will be required to leave the facility for the day. 
 

1. Discussion of politics, campaigns, or candidates is not allowed among observers within the 
facility or at polling places. This is considered a form of electioneering. 

2. Observers shall not interfere with the orderly processing of Vote by Mail (VBM) ballot return 
envelopes or processing and counting of VBM ballots, including touching or handling of the 
ballots or envelopes. 
                                                                                                                                                           Elections Code § 15104(e) 

3. Observers will be permitted access to a designated observation area, sufficiently close to 
observe and challenge whether individuals handling VBM ballots are following established 
procedures. 
                                                                                                                                                           Elections Code § 15104(d) 

4. Challenges shall be discontinued if the challenge process unduly impedes or interferes with 
the verification process. 

5. Briefcases, purses, backpacks, cell phones, cameras, radios, and recording devices are not 
allowed. You may not use your cell phone in the building. 

6. Observers may not assist in operations, touch or handle ballots or other election-related 
materials or equipment. 

7. All questions concerning the election process must be directed only to Management, Assistant 
Registrar of Voters, or Registrar of Voters. 

8. Observers must avoid physical contact with employees. 

9. Observers are to hold conversations outside the designated work areas. 

10. Observers must remain in the area they were assigned to. If observers are found 
unsupervised in an area that was not assigned, the observer will be escorted from the 
building. 
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 POST-ELECTION ACTIVITIES   
BALLOT RETURN 

After the close of polls on election night, election activities focus on completing necessary 
procedures, forms and delivering voted ballots and supplies to the Receiving Centers from all the 
polling places. 

ELECTION NIGHT RESULTS 

Election results for San Joaquin County will be available on the ROV website at www.sjcrov.org 
after the close of polls on Election Day. On rare occasions, the government may, by court order, 
extend the voting period after 8 p.m. delaying the initial release of results. If this occurs, a notice will 
be posted on our website providing details of the court-ordered actions. 

SEMI-OFFICIAL ELECTION RESULTS 

Following election night, updated semi-official results will be posted Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday after 5 p.m., both at the election’s office and on our website until the completion of the official 
canvass. 

COMPLETION OF OFFICIAL CANVASS 

A certified statement of election results must be completed within 28 days of the election. 

RECOUNTS 

Requests for recounts for statewide offices and propositions are filed with the Secretary of State. 

Following the completion of the official canvass, any voter may, within 5 days, file with the Registrar 
of Voters a written request for a recount of the votes cast. The request shall specify on behalf of 
which candidate or position on a measure it is filed. If the election is conducted in more than one 
county, the request for the recount may be filed with the election’s official of, and the recount 
conducted within, any or all of the affected counties. 

Any voter or campaign committee requesting a recount is required to deposit the costs for recount 
each day before the counting board commences recount activity. The request may specify the order 
in which the precincts shall be recounted, and the method of a recount. All recount activity shall be 
conducted publicly. If the recount reverses the results of the official canvass, all deposits shall be 
returned. If the results are not reversed, the requestor shall be entitled to a return of funds more 
than the actual costs of conducting the recount. The requestor may terminate the recount at any 
time. 

Elections Code §§ 15620, 15621, 15624, 15627 

For more information on court-ordered recounts, grounds, probable cause, etc., refer to Elections 
Code § 15640. 

http://www.sjcrov.org/
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