Pediatric Decontamination Process

Critical injuries are decontaminated first
Untie hair braids/pony tails prior to decon

e Children and their families (parents/guardians) should not be separated unless critical medical issues take priority

Non-ambulatory

Ambulatory

Estimate child’s age by visual inspection

A 4

e Disrobe by cutting
clothing off to

minimize inhalation O
of contaminate

e Placeona
stretcher, or
restraining device

e <2yrsuselaundry
baskets as
transport device to
eliminate patient .
fall risk

e  Escort through .
decon shower by 2 A
decon team
members &
caregiver

e Direct supervision
of decon process of .
patient & of
caregiver

School Age Preschool Infants & Toddlers
8-18 yrs old 2-8 yrs <2yrsold
Disrobe by cutting Assist with Disrobed by child’s

clothing off to
minimize inhalation
of contaminate or
by having victim
hold breath while
pulling clothing
over face & mouth
Respect modesty/
privacy

Patient decons self
Patient proceeds
through shower in
succession with
caregiver, parent or
classmates

Shower for 90
seconds (minimum)

e Shower for 90
seconds (minimum)

A 4

A 4

disrobing by cutting
clothing off to
minimize inhalation
of contaminate or
by having victim
hold breath while
pulling clothing
over face & mouth
(caregiver or decon
team members)
Direct supervision
of decon process
Escort through
shower by caregiver
or decon team
members

Shower for 90
seconds (minimum)

A 4

caregiver or decon
team member by
cutting clothing off to
minimize inhalation of
contaminate

Monitor airway
Place on stretcher or
restraining device
Escort through
shower by 2 decon
team members AND
caregiver

Direct supervision of
decon process of child
and caregiver

NOTE: Child should
not be carried by
caregiver due to risk
of trauma from
accidental fall or from
dropping child in
shower

Use laundry baskets
as transport device to
eliminate patient fall
risk

Shower for 90
seconds (minimum)

:

Label ALL patient belongings

Triage to appropriate treatment area (immediate, delayed, minor)
KEY POINT: Incorporate Child Life Specialists in the decon and post decon process where/when possible

Treat or prevent hypothermia by drying patient immediately following decon (towels, gowns and blankets)
Register patient with unique identifiers (wristband, triage tag, etc...)
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