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Memorandum 
 
 
DATE:  April 2, 2026 
 
TO:  All Prehospital Personnel and Providers 
  Hospital and Base Hospital Personnel 
 
FROM: Katherine Shafer, M.D., EMS Medical Director 
  Jared Bagwell, EMS Director 
 
SUBJ:  Policies Commencing on May 1, 2026. 
 
 
The purpose of this memo is to inform all system participants that the policies below will commence 
on May 1, 2026, with a 14-day stakeholder comment period from April 3, 2026, to April 16, 2026. 
 
 

1. SJCEMSA Policy No. 2541, Paramedic Infrequently Used Skills. 

a. Updates the list of skills required. 

2. SJCEMSA Policy No. 2542, Synchronized Cardioversion Performance Criteria. 

a. New policy. 

3. SJCEMSA Policy No. 2543, Pediatric Diluted Epinephrine Performance Criteria. 

a. New policy. 

4. SJCEMSA Policy No. 4101, EMS Response Vehicle Medication and Equipment. 

a. Added additional approved cervical spine stabilization devices. 

b. Removed Dopamine as a required medication. 

c. Added the requirement that CCT and SCT providers must stock units to a minimum 

level of an ALS ambulance. 

d. Removed ENK Oxygen Flow Modulator Device from required equipment. 

5. SJCEMSA Policy No. 4985, Transfer of Patient Care in the Emergency Department. 

a. Changed Ambulance Patient Offload Delay (APOD) transfer of care time from 20 to 25 

minutes. 

b. Removed language allowing ambulance crews to leave ED, if they were denied entry, 

and transport to the next closest facility.  

c. Added acceptable treatment on gurney parameters too: 

i. “Life saving procedures,” 

ii. Fast exam on trauma patients, 

iii. ECG on STEMI patients. 
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6. SJCEMSA Policy No. 5103, Determination of Death in the Filed. 

a. Removed PEA from section III.B.1.c. 

b. Removed EtCO2 of less than 20 from section III.B.1.d. 

7. SJCEMSA Policy No 5115, Cervical Spine Stabilization. 

a. Changes language that required X-Collars™ to “approved cervical spine stabilization 

device.” 

8. SJCEMSA Policy No. 5201, Medical Patient Destination. 

a. Added destinations for Ventricular Assist Device patients. 

9. SJCEMSA Policy No. 5700, Advanced Life Support Treatment Protocols 1.9.2. 

a. Removed dopamine from all protocols. 
b. All adult medical protocols that have fluid administration or push dose epinephrine that 

have a target systolic blood pressure (SBP) of >90 are now based on mean arterial 
pressure (MAP). 

c. All trauma and pediatric protocols will still use SBP. 
d. ACAR-05, Return of Spontaneous Circulation: 

I. Renamed to ACAR-05, Medical Return of Spontaneous Circulation. 
II. Increased the dose of push dose epinephrine from 10 mcg to 20 mcg 

every 2 minutes, titrate to a MAP of 70. 
III. All other push dose epinephrine remains at 10 mcg, however frequency is 

changed from 3-5 minutes to every 2 minutes and titrate to a MAP of 60. 
e. Removed epinephrine from ATRA-01, Trauma, and ATRA-02, Traumatic Arrest. 
f. Removed Diluted epinephrine from PTRA-01, and PTRA-02. 
g. For adult traumatic arrest, removed the indication to switch to ACAR-05, Return of 

Spontaneous Circulation. If ROSC achieved refer to ATRA-01. 
h. For pediatric traumatic arrest, removed indication to switch to PCAR-05, Return of 

Spontaneous circulation. If ROSC is achieved refer to PTRA-01. 
 
 
The following policies will take effect on May 1, 2026. Stakeholder comments and responses are 
available at https://www.sjgov.org/department/ems/policies/draft-policies. 
 

1. SJCEMSA Policy No. 1400, EMS Advisory Committee. 

a. Modifies membership, expands representation for all hospitals, adds Office of 

Emergency Services (OES) representation and physician representation from local 

hospital emergency departments. 

2. SJCEMSA Policy No. 2700, Locally Issued Authorization Review Process. 

a. Revises title and purpose to local SJCEMSA authorizations. 

3. SJCEMSA Policy No. 4712, Level II Trauma Center Standards. 

a. Establishes a requirement for trauma performance improvement plan nurse. 

4. SJCEMSA Policy No. 5210, Major Trauma Triage Criteria. 

a. Revisions to major trauma triage criteria. 

5. SJCEMSA Policy No. 6102, EMS Unusual Occurrence Reporting Process. 
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a. Revised and combines current SJCEMSA Policy No. 6101, Sentinel Event Reporting 

Requirements with SJCEMSA Policy No. 6102, EMS Unusual Occurrence Reporting 

Process.  

6. SJCEMSA Policy No. 6102A, Unusual Occurrence Form.  

a. Minor revisions.   

7. SJCEMSA Policy No. 6720, Trauma Data Management. 

a. Minor revisions 

8. SJCEMSA Policy No. 7001, On Call EMS Duty Officer Notification. 

a. Revisions and clarity added 

The below policies and memorandums will be rescinded effective May 1, 2026. 
 

1. SJCEMSA Policy Memorandum 2025-01, Dosage increase for Tranexamic Acid (TXA). 

a. This has been added to SJCEMSA Policy No. 5700, Advanced Life Support Treatment 

Protocols 1.9.2., ATRA-01, Trauma & ATRA-02,  Traumatic Arrest. 

2. SJCEMSA Policy Memorandum 2025-02, Temporary Authorization For Alternative Cervical 

Spine Stabilization device. 

a. Additional C-Collar types have been added to SJCEMSA Polic No. 4101, EMS 

Response Vehicle Medication and Equipment. 

b. SJCEMSA Policy No 5115, Cervical Spine Stabilization, has been updated to reflect 

additional C-Collar types. 

3. SJCEMSA Policy No. 2556, Needle Cricothyrotomy Performance Criteria – ENK. 

a. Device no longer available and removed from SJCEMSA Policy No. 4101, EMS 

Response Vehicle Medication and Equipment 

4. SJCEMSA Policy No. 6101, Sentinel Event Reporting Requirements. 

a. Rescinded secondary to being combined with SJCEMSA Policy No. 6102, EMS 

Unusual Occurrence Reporting Process. 

 
For questions, contact Jared Bagwell at jbagwell@sjgov.org or (209) 468-6818. 
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