
What Happens If Your 

Catalytic Converter is Stolen? 

A catalytic converter is an essential emissions 

control part and is a key component inspected 

during a Smog Check. Catalytic converters contain 

rare metals responsible for converting smog 

pollutants that pass through a vehicle’s exhaust 

system into less harmful compounds.  

 

If your catalytic converter has been stolen: 

 Make a report to your local law 

enforcement agency 

 Take your vehicle to a licensed Smog Check 

station to have a replacement converter 

installed 

 Check with your vehicle’s insurance 

provider to determine if your policy covers 

stolen parts- including catalytic converters 

 

While your car may run without a catalytic 

converter, there are hefty fees associated with 

driving a vehicle without the part. In addition, any 

vehicle without a catalytic converter will fail Smog 

Check in the state of California. To learn more 

about the Smog Check program and catalytic 

converter theft laws, visit bar.ca.gov/Consumer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality of Life  

Crimes Division 

The Quality of Life Crimes Division handles crimes 

that directly affect the everyday lives of San Joaquin 

County residents. This Division encompasses the 

following units: Arson, Animal Cruelty, Agriculture 

Crimes, Environmental and Consumer Fraud, Public 

Assistance Fraud, General Insurance Fraud, 

Worker's Compensation Fraud and Auto Insurance 

Fraud, Real Estate Fraud, Elder Abuse, Auto Theft, 

White Collar Crime, Identity Theft, and 

Neighborhood District Attorneys. 

 

HOW TO CONTACT US: 

San Joaquin County District Attorney’s Office 

Quality of Life Division  

222 E. Weber Ave, Stockton, CA 95202  

(209) 468-2400 

 

Stockton Police Department  

22 E. Market Street, Stockton, CA 95202  

(209) 937-8377 

 

San Joaquin County Sheriff Office  

7000 Michael Canlis Blvd., French Camp, CA 95231  

(209) 468-4400 

 

 

 

For more information, please visit our website at 

SJGov.org/DA 

Follow us on Social Media and subscribe to our 

podcast at SJGov.org/DA/ComeToTheTable 

 

 

San Joaquin County District Attorney 

222 E. Weber Avenue, Room 202 

Stockton, California 95202 

Phone: 209-468-2400 

Fax: 209-468-0314 
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San Joaquin County 

District Attorney’s Office 

TORI VERBER SALAZAR, District Attorney 



Catalytic Converter Theft 

Catalytic converter thefts have been on the 

rise across the state of California. The San 

Joaquin County District Attorney’s Office 

and local law enforcement agencies are 

strengthening their existing partnerships 

with the Core Recyclers to educate, 

investigate, and prosecute those involved 

with catalytic converter thefts and resell of 

illegally obtained catalytic converters. 

Catalytic converter thefts have resulted in 

hundreds of thousands of dollars in losses 

to businesses and citizens of San Joaquin 

County. We need the community and Core 

Recyclers’ cooperation and assistance in 

developing investigative leads, arresting, 

and prosecuting offenders, as well as 

recovering the stolen property. We are 

confident that with active participation 

and cooperation in following mandatory 

reporting and business practices, we can 

find a solution to this pervasive and 

expensive crime. Any questions about 

catalytic converter theft or to report stolen 

converters, contact your local law 

enforcement agency.  

How to Prevent Catalytic 

Converter Theft 

 Park in well-lit areas 

 Park close to building entrances or the 

nearest road in public parking lots. 

This leaves your vehicle in a location 

where people may see it.  

 If you have a personal garage, keep 

your car parked inside with the door 

shut.  

 Add video surveillance to the area 

where you regularly park your car.  

 Install a catalytic converter-specific 

security device or have the catalytic 

converter welded to the car frame. 

 If possible, engrave your car’s VIN 

number to the catalytic converter.  

 Adjust the security system on your car, 

if already installed, to activate from 

vibrations, such as those produced by a 

saw.    

 

 
 

 

Mandatory Reporting and 

Business Practices 

Penal Code section 496a(a), 496a(b) 

Business and Professions Code section 21600et seq. 

 

Core Recyclers or dealers in catalytic 

converters must adhere to strict business 

practices. In addition, the recycler or 

dealer are required to keep written 

records of the following:  
1. The place and date of each sale or purchase of a 

catalytic converter made in the conduct of his or 

her business as a core recycler.  

2. The seller’s name, signature, valid driver’s license 

number or other valid California Identification, 

vehicle license number including state of issue of 

the motor vehicle used in transporting the 

catalytic converter to the core recycler’s place of 

business. If the seller is a business, the written 

record shall include the name, address, and 

telephone number.  

3. A description of the catalytic converters 

purchased or sold, including item type and 

quantity, amount paid for the catalytic converters, 

and identification number, if any, and VIN. Also 

obtain a clear photo or video of the catalytic 

converter.  

4. Obtain a statement, which indicates either, that 

the seller of the catalytic converter is the owner or 

the name of the person from whom the catalytic 

converter was obtained from, including the 

business, as shown on a signed transfer document. 

Also obtain a clear video or photograph of the 

seller, as well as a right hand index fingerprint of 

the seller.  

5. A core recycler shall keep and maintain all sales 

and purchase records for two years.  

6. Payment shall be made by check or paper draft no 

earlier than 10 business days after the date of 

sale. The payment shall be mailed or picked up by 

the seller from the core recycler.   
 


