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August in Action 

August was filled with opportunities to celebrate
the people and organizations that make our
communities such wonderful places to call
home.

Throughout the month, I had the privilege of
joining residents at community events,
recognizing outstanding public servants,
supporting local nonprofits and youth
organizations, and visiting with the many
volunteers who generously give their time to
help others. Whether gathering for National
Night Out, honoring our public safety officers, or
supporting organizations that serve local
families, I was reminded once again that the
strength of our communities comes from the
people who care for one another.

These moments reflect the unique spirit found
throughout Tracy, Mountain House, Ripon,
Escalon, and our surrounding communities. I am
grateful to everyone who volunteers, serves,
leads, and works each day to make San Joaquin
County an even better place to live.

Thank you for all you do for our communities. 
As always, it is an honor to serve you.

 — Robert Rickman
 San Joaquin County Supervisor, District 5
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ENJOYING THE 
RICKMAN REPORT?

TELL A FRIEND
OR NEIGHBOR

and stay informed.

 https://sjgov.org/department/bos/board-news/sign-up

Share this link



The White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development recently announced the nation’s first “Treatment First” toolkit
addressing addiction and homelessness.

San Joaquin County Health Care Services Director Genevieve Valentine was among just 40 experts nationwide
selected to help develop the Best Practices Toolkit: Addressing Homelessness and Addiction Through “Treatment
First.” The toolkit also highlights the SJ BeWell Campus as a featured program, placing San Joaquin County’s
integrated approach to addiction, behavioral health, and homelessness on the national stage.

Homelessness is not simply a housing issue. I have consistently expressed concern that California’s “Housing First”
strategy has failed to adequately address the underlying conditions that often contribute to homelessness. Many
individuals face complex challenges, including untreated mental illness, substance use disorders, and limited
access to appropriate care. Providing housing without addressing these underlying needs is not a complete
solution.

The SJ BeWell Campus is a comprehensive behavioral health campus being constructed on approximately 20
acres of County-owned property in French Camp. It is designed to expand access to behavioral healthcare, improve
outcomes, reduce reliance on hospital emergency rooms, and provide an alternative to jail for individuals
experiencing a behavioral health crisis—ultimately improving lives while reducing costs to taxpayers.

This important project continues to move forward. At our August 4, 2026, meeting, the Board of Supervisors
approved several staff-recommended actions to advance the campus. You may review General Government
Discussion Item No. 2 here.

Over the past four years, San Joaquin County has pursued a comprehensive strategy that combines treatment,
outreach, shelter, supportive housing, and public-safety partnerships. These efforts include SJ CARES;
partnerships with the Housing Authority to expand supportive housing; funding for the Tracy Police Department’s
Familiar Faces Homeless Outreach Team; and County support for emergency low-barrier homeless shelters
planned in Lodi, Manteca, and Tracy.

I was proud to help secure a total of $11,409,946 for the emergency shelter facility in the City of Tracy. Together,
these investments reflect a practical and compassionate approach: helping individuals move beyond homelessness
by addressing the underlying conditions.

At our August 18, 2026, meeting, the Board of Supervisors received an update on the South County Regional Park Project and
authorized a $1,062,546 task order to advance the project into Phase III.

Phase I, Conceptual Design, and Phase II, the Feasibility Study, have been completed. Phase III—Design Criteria and Bridging
Documents—will further define the project and establish its design intent at a schematic level.

Extensive public outreach was conducted during the project’s earlier phases to gather input from South County residents and
community stakeholders. That feedback helped identify community priorities and shape the park’s proposed recreational features
and overall vision, helping ensure the project reflects the needs of the families it is intended to serve.

Phase III is expected to take approximately nine months to complete. This work will prepare the project for Phase IV, which will
include issuing a design-build Request for Proposals, completing the final design, and constructing the park. Once construction
begins, it is estimated to take approximately 15 months.

This investment represents another major step toward delivering the regional park South County residents have long deserved. As
our communities continue to grow, we must ensure that our recreational opportunities and public spaces grow with them.

View presentation here. (the presentation concludes at 3:35:45.)   View South County Regional Park Rendering here.

Read my press release here.

COUNTY HIGHLIGHTS AUGUST  2026   VOL. 2  ISS. 8

   ISS. 8

Treatment First: San Joaquin County Helps Shape a National Framework for
Addressing Homelessness and Addiction

South County Regional Park Project Continues to Progress

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.V2VDX4DF7GxlBJ95L0x6GXyD3Ov6VjA9lFtOVSlO19z3byOm5-2BuqGnVE4T35XfOQ69u8lXNr6xr-2Fqd24sKQlMjmcCoq1nClV8-2BDub-2F7WXP56siMPGxBq-2Frs3-2F2NfJldvSzKC_Nrt-2B68pGyMuEH0WuS56BoQyyrJod-2BY-2FqIF9Tp-2F7YxTlR6kappBawFJO0betQXOQeX5xp3BQwZPM2JhUB9xdrH187cq5fkPB7WR6Dz6e6EUaQn2wYYyMD0R-2FGjPUxllULXE7v-2BeywpC8z3PoZ-2FDC9nKkipujxFl8pUJjq5-2FSpZnP9Ne6W93X592xUivzmjOnVZGg5ykRBu7540qaTVFOtoSGcM0-2BlMy9WqotOKgwRrBW56xN7wEuz0RFKfR5xXp5VUrEq1Vi3xgBSH4kfq4-2BxGM2jpj0Fe-2Fw38X1zgh7PZ5cT6j5m-2Fikz8EWypWnT5zYMsCiYJxxdDZTVrs7MFxbeJnModTmNKZjO4-2BZPn5CRb0Vb1yFFCGTEkh2ybdPdgtj-2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C2a9aadad7029407b56ec08df02590b5e%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639232254271084136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tcIpw0aFd%2B69M7kF584VZVpThURvEWpdHjj1ie%2Baksg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.V2VDX4DF7GxlBJ95L0x6GYR2LqjZ5FL-2FBOixSwZlloWl6FzpB14xLL9dMHNI3GC7dt6JHcwSfRwmz2h5w-2F76iJuFaRoSMvqdmCNT3ZDGhDgjnTTTVNtL-2FLOEKn9sP6HzOsXDKDHt242NqPCujcdxsoPLYIBgbLbE-2BkFWE4LvDrDchBbvIACrn0ufV3qAmhtHJaNl_Nrt-2B68pGyMuEH0WuS56BoQyyrJod-2BY-2FqIF9Tp-2F7YxTlR6kappBawFJO0betQXOQeX5xp3BQwZPM2JhUB9xdrH187cq5fkPB7WR6Dz6e6EUaQn2wYYyMD0R-2FGjPUxllULXE7v-2BeywpC8z3PoZ-2FDC9nKkipujxFl8pUJjq5-2FSpZnP9Ne6W93X592xUivzmjOnVZGg5ykRBu7540qaTVFOtoVOprZnSP6-2FFx1bAuX162pCYOYuGX-2BGy5ol57afHQsXAAmWFIHZoA9chYqUTRO07WsG8f3PYYmJ6QtSqaT0NTJ-2FRB7WxEH609c-2F16DXhrERJkztiWfagcIhnHKO8UXYUKVPdTyvhOD7YalFzLjpq9KE-2Bi-2FTnail4lyyp-2BytPCNZS&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C2a9aadad7029407b56ec08df02590b5e%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639232254271112554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U2L%2FAJJzBUSDJ9cwFkSw4cwSw7Rv9cWGRMd2MyyGvDY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.V2VDX4DF7GxlBJ95L0x6GYR2LqjZ5FL-2FBOixSwZlloWl6FzpB14xLL9dMHNI3GC7dt6JHcwSfRwmz2h5w-2F76iJuFaRoSMvqdmCNT3ZDGhDgjnTTTVNtL-2FLOEKn9sP6HzOsXDKDHt242NqPCujcdxsoPLYIBgbLbE-2BkFWE4LvDrDchBbvIACrn0ufV3qAmhtHJaNl_Nrt-2B68pGyMuEH0WuS56BoQyyrJod-2BY-2FqIF9Tp-2F7YxTlR6kappBawFJO0betQXOQeX5xp3BQwZPM2JhUB9xdrH187cq5fkPB7WR6Dz6e6EUaQn2wYYyMD0R-2FGjPUxllULXE7v-2BeywpC8z3PoZ-2FDC9nKkipujxFl8pUJjq5-2FSpZnP9Ne6W93X592xUivzmjOnVZGg5ykRBu7540qaTVFOtoVOprZnSP6-2FFx1bAuX162pCYOYuGX-2BGy5ol57afHQsXAAmWFIHZoA9chYqUTRO07WsG8f3PYYmJ6QtSqaT0NTJ-2FRB7WxEH609c-2F16DXhrERJkztiWfagcIhnHKO8UXYUKVPdTyvhOD7YalFzLjpq9KE-2Bi-2FTnail4lyyp-2BytPCNZS&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C2a9aadad7029407b56ec08df02590b5e%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639232254271132822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J9dbcdDTCL2AIja%2FxxubIrKHkYaQH0KcYZUPkrc6TYM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsanjoaquincountyca.iqm2.com%2FCitizens%2FSplitView.aspx%3FMode%3DVideo%26MeetingID%3D2629%26Format%3DAgenda&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C2a9aadad7029407b56ec08df02590b5e%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639232254271153592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TmH4rD6cffF14xKE4JId9GzoUc3iC9nfhBZ9DOF4W64%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsjcprobation.org%2Fsjcares&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C2a9aadad7029407b56ec08df02590b5e%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639232254271173130%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tM4qMETAouNIgPgrybAO1ijzvriUfTgb1si4R%2F0XsxY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftracypd.com%2Fbureau-of-special-operations%2Ffamiliar-faces&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C2a9aadad7029407b56ec08df02590b5e%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639232254271193126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rE8aE2iEeBW90b%2FiSfgyOzQ6y3XtmxwswiJUjH4q7fk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftracypd.com%2Fbureau-of-special-operations%2Ffamiliar-faces&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C2a9aadad7029407b56ec08df02590b5e%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639232254271193126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rE8aE2iEeBW90b%2FiSfgyOzQ6y3XtmxwswiJUjH4q7fk%3D&reserved=0
https://sjgov.org/docs/default-source/board-of-supervisors/district-5/news/d5-pr-tracy-emergency-shelter-funding(072523).pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Flive%2FxuqPQN0XQ1Y%3Fsi%3D4-iOa53mZNKHEAbJ%26t%3D10936&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C2a9aadad7029407b56ec08df02590b5e%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639232254271268565%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9ewXttTNXvkVbZAzqBs8aTje0UnZ5lyaogiFvCDZJZQ%3D&reserved=0
https://sjgov.org/images/default-source/bos/supervisorial-districts/district-5/southcounty.png
https://sjgov.org/docs/default-source/board-of-supervisors/district-5/news/2026/d5-pr-s-county-reg-park-phase-3.pdf


When I served as Mayor of Tracy, I was pleased to propose that the City become a member agency of Ava Community Energy.
Later, as a County Supervisor, I was proud to lead a Board discussion on September 26, 2023, that ultimately resulted in the
Board adopting a resolution to join the Ava Community Energy Authority Joint Powers Agreement on April 9, 2024.

In a July 2024 letter to Ava, I wrote:

“The high cost of all forms of energy negatively impacts the quality of life of our residents. We look forward to the potential
benefits of working collaboratively with Ava Community Energy. Joining Ava’s expanding service territory and customer base
will diversify the energy load and provide economies of scale, which are expected to offer access to renewable energy at
competitive rates while encouraging innovative programs and policies throughout its service territory.”

In May 2026, Ava became the default electricity generation provider for residents and businesses in unincorporated San
Joaquin County. You may have already noticed the change on your monthly bill. Ava now purchases the electricity delivered to
participating customers, while PG&E continues to maintain the electric grid, deliver the power, respond to outages, and issue
customer bills.

I fought to bring Ava to San Joaquin County because our residents deserve a lower-cost energy option and greater local control
over where their electricity comes from. Looking ahead, I am excited about the additional opportunities Ava offers, including
programs such as Ava Bike Electric and SmartHome Battery.

As a member of Ava’s Board of Directors, I will continue advocating for affordability, accountability, and programs that provide
meaningful benefits to San Joaquin County residents. Learn more about my work on Ava’s Board and my commitment to our
County, by reading my profile in Ava’s quarterly newsletter.

To contact Ava about your electricity generation charges, compare rates, learn about available programs, or opt out of Ava
service:
     ●   Call 833-699-3223. Representatives are available Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.   
     ●   Email customer-support@avaenergy.org  
     ●   Visit avaenergy.org/sjc

To contact PG&E regarding power outages, electric delivery charges, natural gas service, or bill payments:
     ●   Call 800-743-5000
     ●   Visit pge.com/en/contact-us.html 
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Ava Community Energy: Delivering Choice, Affordability, and Local Control
(Continued)

 LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY: MAKING YOUR VOICE HEARD

 
SB 1392 “Jay Leno’s Law” Advances

On August 12, 2026, I joined Senators Dave Cortese and Shannon Grove, other state legislators, the Specialty Equipment
Market Association (SEMA), and classic-car enthusiasts at the State Capitol to rally in support of Senate Bill 1392, also
known as “Jay Leno’s Law.”

SB 1392 would provide a smog-check exemption for qualifying, limited-use collector vehicles, helping preserve California’s
automotive heritage while recognizing that these vehicles are generally driven far less than everyday automobiles.

The rally helped build momentum ahead of the Assembly Appropriations Committee hearing on August 13, where the bill
advanced on a unanimous 15–0 vote. SB 1392 was subsequently amended on August 19 and ordered to a third reading in
the Assembly. ⁠View the bill’s current status.

I am proud to support this commonsense legislation and will continue advocating for California’s classic-car owners and
automotive community.
Read my press release here.

https://sjgov.org/docs/default-source/board-of-supervisors/district-5/links/los-19724-st01-ava-community-energy-bo--mtg-item17-sjc-inclusion-jpa.pdf
https://avaenergy.org/from-the-ceos-desk/faces-of-ava-san-joaquin-county-supervisor-robert-rickman/?utm_campaign=ceos-desk&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://avaenergy.org/from-the-ceos-desk/faces-of-ava-san-joaquin-county-supervisor-robert-rickman/?utm_campaign=ceos-desk&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:customer-support@avaenergy.org
https://avaenergy.org/community/who-we-serve/san-joaquin-county/
https://www.pge.com/en/contact-us.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fleginfo.legislature.ca.gov%2Ffaces%2FbillStatusClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id%3D202520260SB1392&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7Cdcc2f295bdfb429ba6ae08df03a14541%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639233663326970012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FiBSTcx6JSH7Pq63PutCNf%2BuP%2BQrWCKXJYhIUnTkKYU%3D&reserved=0
https://sjgov.org/docs/default-source/board-of-supervisors/district-5/news/2026/d5-sb1392-rally-advancement-ca-assm-appropriations.pdf


AB 1761: Supporting More Transparent and Affordable Electricity
Rates

Electricity bills continue to rise across California, driven in part by challenging market
conditions and outdated, inefficient regulatory policies.

As a member agency of Ava Community Energy, San Joaquin County supports 
AB 1761. This legislation would promote energy affordability by improving transparency
and providing greater certainty in how the Power Charge Indifference Adjustment (PCIA)
—a fee included on nearly all electricity bills—is calculated.

Ava Community Energy serves as the Community Choice Aggregator for Alameda and
San Joaquin counties, providing cleaner, competitively priced electricity to more than two
million Californians.

As of August 13, 2026, the organizations listed in opposition to AB 1761 include Pacific
Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric, and Southern California Edison.

As of August 26, 2026, AB 1761 passed the Senate and the Assembly on concurrence
and was expected to be on the Governor's desk August 27, 2026.

View our letter supporting AB 1761 and requesting the Governor’s signature here.

SJCARES

 Homeless
Response Team

sjcares@sjgov.org

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY: 
MAKING YOUR VOICE HEARD

Update your App to
NexGen311

Use the non-emergency
reporting system to report

issues such as illegal
dumping, potholes,

inoperative traffic signals.

Available in the app store

Sign up for emergency
alerts at

www.sjready.org
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Learn more and review
program requirements:

https://tr.ee/vEoE1I.

Wildfire Liability: County Opposes Shifting Costs to Taxpayers

In response to reports that the Governor and California Legislature are considering
changes to wildfire liability laws, our County has joined the League of California Cities,
the California State Association of Counties, the Rural County Representatives of
California, and a broad coalition of local elected officials, cities, and counties in opposing
efforts to limit the ability of public agencies to recover damages when privately owned
electric utilities cause wildfires.

The proposed changes are part of the Governor’s wildfire liability reform package
following the release of the SB 254 Report. The coalition warns that limiting public
agency recovery would transfer wildfire-related costs from responsible utilities to local
taxpayers and communities already struggling to rebuild.

As the coalition’s letter states:

“This proposal will wrongly shift costs to taxpayers and force devastating consequences
on public agencies and wildfire victims already struggling to rebuild their communities.
The proposal relies on the false hopes that public property, infrastructure, and
emergency response costs can be recovered from FEMA or insurance. Limiting public
agency recovery will only shift costs to taxpayers and leave public agencies financially
stranded—or even worse, bankrupt.”

Public agencies and taxpayers should not be left responsible for the enormous costs of
damaged infrastructure, emergency response, and community recovery when a private
utility causes a wildfire.

Read our coalition letter of opposition here.

Related articles:

Utility’s idle transmission tower caused 2025 Eaton fire that killed 19, Los Angeles
officials say
Utilities threaten action if lawmakers fail to cut their wildfire liability risk
Newsom returns to a defining California fight: Who pays for wildfire damage?

(Continued)

https://sjgov.org/docs/default-source/board-of-supervisors/district-5/links/los-ab-1761(rogers)ava.pdf
mailto:sjcares@sjgov.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sjgov.org%2Fdepartment%2Fpwk%2Frequest&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C8721356d6f1346f0054808deec372aec%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639207918924805488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3lY8vHWD2Z9%2BGUfrKZSyQTWlLY%2Fp7p%2FhObgqDQTfjOE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sjgov.org%2Fdepartment%2Fpwk%2Frequest&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C8721356d6f1346f0054808deec372aec%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639207918924805488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3lY8vHWD2Z9%2BGUfrKZSyQTWlLY%2Fp7p%2FhObgqDQTfjOE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sjgov.org%2Fdepartment%2Fpwk%2Frequest&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C8721356d6f1346f0054808deec372aec%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639207918924805488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3lY8vHWD2Z9%2BGUfrKZSyQTWlLY%2Fp7p%2FhObgqDQTfjOE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sjgov.org%2Fdepartment%2Fpwk%2Frequest&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C8721356d6f1346f0054808deec372aec%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639207918924805488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3lY8vHWD2Z9%2BGUfrKZSyQTWlLY%2Fp7p%2FhObgqDQTfjOE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sjgov.org%2Fdepartment%2Fpwk%2Frequest&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C8721356d6f1346f0054808deec372aec%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639207918924805488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3lY8vHWD2Z9%2BGUfrKZSyQTWlLY%2Fp7p%2FhObgqDQTfjOE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sjgov.org%2Fdepartment%2Fpwk%2Frequest&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C8721356d6f1346f0054808deec372aec%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639207918924805488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3lY8vHWD2Z9%2BGUfrKZSyQTWlLY%2Fp7p%2FhObgqDQTfjOE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sjgov.org%2Fdepartment%2Fpwk%2Frequest&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C8721356d6f1346f0054808deec372aec%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639207918924805488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3lY8vHWD2Z9%2BGUfrKZSyQTWlLY%2Fp7p%2FhObgqDQTfjOE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftr.ee%2FvEoE1I&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C20cca5c265ea4010060a08df03995685%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639233629304149076%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9pSY52vsrBPOJ1ZGRYvwfKOQTJDUfVZamaOiKyWNKdU%3D&reserved=0
https://apps.valleyair.org/myRAAN/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cawildfirefund.com%2Fsites%2Fwildfire%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2F2026%2Fsb254-natcatresiliencyreport-locked-4-7-26.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cmariavalenzuela%40sjgov.org%7C2a9aadad7029407b56ec08df02590b5e%7C3cff5075176a400d860a54960a7c7e51%7C0%7C0%7C639232254271323583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5aicJotcdg6dEq8uHpzIr9PF%2FZyYNAlxQFyKIB%2BCAvk%3D&reserved=0
https://sjgov.org/docs/default-source/board-of-supervisors/district-5/links/loo-wildfire-liability-revoer-coalition-letter.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/california-eaton-wildfire-edison-equipment-34a688a6c362eb59bde3d68e2da66912
https://apnews.com/article/california-eaton-wildfire-edison-equipment-34a688a6c362eb59bde3d68e2da66912
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2026-08-05/utilities-threaten-action-if-lawmakers-fail-to-cut-their-wildfire-liability-risk
https://www.pinalcentral.com/national_news/newsom-returns-to-a-defining-california-fight-who-pays-for-wildfire-damage/article_dbf0520f-7903-5d5e-b195-a44bb81ac520.html


MOUNTAIN HOUSE

National Night Out Event
Youth Battle of the Bands Competition 
Michis y Mochilas Pack it Forward 

      at Tenth Street Barber Shop
Pregnancy Resource of Tracy Check
Presentation ($11,518)
3rd Anniversary & Ribbon Cutting for
SkinLane by Mady 
Tracy Interfaith Ministries Check
Presentation ($20,000)
West High School Agricultural Building
Grand Opening
Tracy Community Collective Event
La Quinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham
Ribbon Cutting & Grand Opening 
Crosstown Classic Football Game -

       Tracy High vs West High 

      National Night Out Event
India Independence Day
Event 
Aaria's Blue Elephant
Check Presentation
($10,702)
MH Rotary Public Safety
Officer of the Year Awards 
MH Chamber Coffee Mixer
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TRACY
DISTRICT 5 IN ACTION

RIPON

ESCALON

National Night Out Event
Chamber Coffee hosted  

      by Spring Creek Golf &
      Country Club

District Office Hours 
Farmers Market Event

National Night Out Event
District Office Hours 
Escalon Youth Center -

      10th Anniversary 
Escalon Fun Bunch Check
Presentation ($5,079)
Concert in the Park 
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SJC Fire Chiefs Association Collaborator’s Meeting
Board of Supervisors Recognizes Serving Handz Youth
Non-Profit of Mountain House 
Golden Valley Health Center-Stockton Healthcare
Complex Grand Opening 
University of the Pacific Southwest Hall Ribbon Cutting 
San Joaquin Farm Bureau BOD Meeting
Board of Supervisors Recognition of Stockton Metropolitan
Airport Director Richard Sokol’s Retirement
Family Resource Center NEW Location Ribbon Cutting
Second R.P.E.S.J.C. Quarterly Membership Meeting 
Knights of Care Check Presentation ($9,379)
Board of Supervisors Recognition of Ray McCray’s 

      Retirement from the SJCERA Retirement Board (36 yrs)
San Joaquin Building Trades Council MC3 ARP
Graduation 
SJC Historical Museum Grand Opening of Exhibit to
Celebrate SIKH History in San Joaquin County
Presentation of Ballistic Vests to San Joaquin County
Sheriff's Office K-9 Unit by the Joaquin Chapter, Order of
the Eastern Star
San Joaquin Council of Governments Meet & Greet 


	NEWSLETTER
	VOL 2 - ISS 8
	THE RICKMAN REPORT
	NEWS FROM DISTRICT 5
	CONTACT ME
	August in Action
	ENJOYING THE
	RICKMAN REPORT?
	TELL A FRIEND
	OR NEIGHBOR


	AUGUST  2026   VOL. 2  ISS. 8
	ISS. 8


	COUNTY HIGHLIGHTS
	South County Regional Park Project Continues to Progress
	Treatment First: San Joaquin County Helps Shape a National Framework for Addressing Homelessness and Addiction
	The White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development recently announced the nation’s first “Treatment First” toolkit addressing addiction and homelessness.
	San Joaquin County Health Care Services Director Genevieve Valentine was among just 40 experts nationwide selected to help develop the Best Practices Toolkit: Addressing Homelessness and Addiction Through “Treatment First.” The toolkit also highlights the SJ BeWell Campus as a featured program, placing San Joaquin County’s integrated approach to addiction, behavioral health, and homelessness on the national stage.
	Homelessness is not simply a housing issue. I have consistently expressed concern that California’s “Housing First” strategy has failed to adequately address the underlying conditions that often contribute to homelessness. Many individuals face complex challenges, including untreated mental illness, substance use disorders, and limited access to appropriate care. Providing housing without addressing these underlying needs is not a complete solution.
	The SJ BeWell Campus is a comprehensive behavioral health campus being constructed on approximately 20 acres of County-owned property in French Camp. It is designed to expand access to behavioral healthcare, improve outcomes, reduce reliance on hospital emergency rooms, and provide an alternative to jail for individuals experiencing a behavioral health crisis—ultimately improving lives while reducing costs to taxpayers.
	This important project continues to move forward. At our August 4, 2026, meeting, the Board of Supervisors approved several staff-recommended actions to advance the campus. You may review General Government Discussion Item No. 2 here.
	Over the past four years, San Joaquin County has pursued a comprehensive strategy that combines treatment, outreach, shelter, supportive housing, and public-safety partnerships. These efforts include SJ CARES; partnerships with the Housing Authority to expand supportive housing; funding for the Tracy Police Department’s Familiar Faces Homeless Outreach Team; and County support for emergency low-barrier homeless shelters planned in Lodi, Manteca, and Tracy.
	I was proud to help secure a total of $11,409,946 for the emergency shelter facility in the City of Tracy. Together, these investments reflect a practical and compassionate approach: helping individuals move beyond homelessness by addressing the underlying conditions.
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	(Continued)
	Ava Community Energy: Delivering Choice, Affordability, and Local Control

	LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY: MAKING YOUR VOICE HEARD
	SB 1392 “Jay Leno’s Law” Advances
	On August 12, 2026, I joined Senators Dave Cortese and Shannon Grove, other state legislators, the Specialty Equipment Market Association (SEMA), and classic-car enthusiasts at the State Capitol to rally in support of Senate Bill 1392, also known as “Jay Leno’s Law.”
	Update your App to NexGen311


	SJCARES
	Homeless Response Team

	sjcares@sjgov.org
	Sign up for emergency alerts at www.sjready.org
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	MAKING YOUR VOICE HEARD
	AB 1761: Supporting More Transparent and Affordable Electricity Rates
	Wildfire Liability: County Opposes Shifting Costs to Taxpayers
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