


Woody Ornamentals

Woody Ornamentals... The tree house in the backyard and the rose garden at the park...
The large shade tree in the parking lot at the mall and the sweet smell of jasmine as we
approach the entrance... All are examples of how woody ornamentals impact our lives
everyday. With this in mind, it is easy to see how California’s growing population has
created an ever-increasing demand for these plants. San Joaquin County growers are
meeting this demand. With 2002 production worth over 53 million dollars, local growers
are embracing a solid market and laying a groundwork for a stronger future.

Woody ornamentals play an important part in our western lifestyle. While we have always
enjoyed their color, fragrance and décor in a landscape setting, their other values are well
appreciated. Because of their woody stems and generally hardy nature, trees and shrubs
have become invaluable in a variety of situations. We use them to help control erosion on
hillsides or as windbreaks near roads, houses and fields. We plant trees to provide summer
shade and hedges for year round privacy. A golf course oak can provide habitat for the owl
that keeps fairway gopher numbers in check.

Historical records indicate tree nurseries in San Joaquin County were established as early
as 1853. One of these, The Stockton Nursery, sold a wide variety of woody and herbaceous
plants for ornamental and farm/garden use. In 1860 the records of the “San Joaquin
Agricultural Society” notes three farms with growing grounds devoted to ornamental trees
and shrubs. These early nurseries helped meet the needs of a growing Stockton and the
many beautification projects of a young county seat. Stockton continues to realize the value
of such endeavors. While currently home to an ‘urban forest’ of over 100,000 planted trees,
Stockton was voted by Sunset magazine as the West’s “Best Tree City” in 2002.

The early nurseries of San Joaquin County spawned a slow and steady growth for the next
120 years. Then, in the late 1980’s, larger nurseries from Southern California began to take
notice of San Joaquin County. They were attracted by the mild winters and the cool
summer delta breezes as well as the close proximity to the burgeoning Silicon Valley and
other new markets to the north. In five short years from 1988 to 1992, new nurseries helped
raise woody ornamental crop values by 575% from 1.6 million to well over 11 million
dollars. That same exponential growth trend has continued, with the 2002 woody
ornamental crop valued at well over 53 million dollars.

However rosy a picture, this industry is not without it’s thorns. Pest issues such as the
Glassy Winged Sharpshooter and the Red Imported Fire Ant have kept local industry on
their toes. Local growers have worked closely with County and State Agriculture officials to
help keep these and other new pests out of San Joaquin County. Pesticide use, clean water
and worker safety are just a few of the other issues facing today’s nurseries. Recent
economic issues have slowed down new housing in the Bay Area. However, the Central and
Northern San Joaquin Valleys have not experienced this trend and are now California’s
leading growth area. This has helped to offset a slowdown in sales of nursery stock to the
Bay area. This new trend of local growth finds San Joaquin County growers poised to meet
the demand.

California’s increasing population has developed a growing market for San Joaquin woody
ornamentals. With urbanization expected to continue, the need for these plants is only
expected to increase. That means more treehouses and rose gardens. There are sunny days
ahead for the growers of San Joaquin County woody ornamentals
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Dear Secretary and Board Members:

In accordance with Section 2279 of the California Food and Agriculture Code, I am pleased to present the sixty-
ninth Annual Report of Agricultural Production in San Joaquin County. The values shown are estimates based on
the most common method of sale for the individual commodity, except for fresh fruits and vegetables where the
value is based on the F.O.B. packed price at the shipping point. The figures contained in this report are gross
values rather than net returns to the grower.

The gross value of agricultural production for 2002 in San Joaquin County is estimated to be $1,343,808,000. This
represents a 3.27% decrease from the estimated $1,389,307,000 for 2001. Significant increases occurred in
Vegetable Crops, Nursery Products and Apiary. Values for Fruit and Nut Crops, Field Crops and Seed Crops
remained relatively static. Livestock & Poultry and Livestock & Poultry Products decreased in value. Some
highlights of the 2002 crop year are as follows:

e Milk retained the number one position despite lower prices.

e Tomatoes, Hay, Woody Ornamentals, Melons, and Honey achieved all time high values.

o Grape values decreased because of yield and price reductions.

s Woody Ornamentals enjoyed a 56% increase in value to raise in rank to number 8.

e Cherries dropped to number 6 primarily due to lower yield and decreased prices received for export shipments.
e Honey prices rose sharply in 2002 helping to raise apiary values to an all time high of $8,791,000.

e Asparagus Growers experienced a 10-year low in crop values.

e Vegetable Crop values are up overall, largely spurred by increases in Melons, Onions and Processing Tomatoes.

1 wish to express my sincere appreciation to all who assisted my biologists and deputies by furnishing the necessary
information that made this report possible.

Agricultural Commissioner
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San Joaquin County’s 2002
Sustainable Agriculture Programs

Insect Trapping Program

To protect our agricultural resources from non native insects, San Joaquin County maintains a Detection
Trapping Program. In 2002, this program deployed over 6,500 traps. The majority of these traps were
targeted for the Glassy Winged Sharpshooter. Additionally, over 1,400 traps were utilized for the detection
of various fruit flies. These included the Mediterranean Fruit Fly and Oriental Fruit Fly among others. A
few of the other pests that county biologists watch for are Gypsy Moth, Japanese Beetle, Khapra Beetle,
and European Corn Borer.

Biological Control Organisms for:

Weed pests — 17 different insects were enlisted to aid in the battle against 9 different weed pests. Yellow
Star Thistle is one of the county’s most invasive weeds, and there are 4 different insects working to control
it. Other weeds currently targeted for biocontrol are Puncture Vine, Water Hyacinth and various Thistle
species.

Insect pests — Ladybird Beetles, Clitostethus arcuatus, are well known for there insatiable appetite. Aphids
and Scale insects are on the top of the menu. Her cousin the Asiatic Ladybird Beetle, Harmonia axyridis,
has been here many years helping to control local pests. Other predators employed in the fight are the
Vedalia Beetle, Rodalia cardinalis, Encarsia Wasp, Encarsia partenopea, a Parasitic Fly Cryptochaetum
iceryae, 2 species of Predator Mites, Galendromus and Phytoseiulus spp.,and a Nematode, Steinernema
feltiae, that attacks fungus gnats.

Vertebrate pests — Owls are predators of many nocturnal vertebrate pests, especially gophers, voles and
mice. The easiest way to introduce owls to an area is to provide habitat for them. Owl boxes have proven to
be the best way to do this. Plans to build these owl boxes are distributed for free by the Lodi-Woodbridge
Winegrape Commission. Plans are also available at any San Joaquin County Agricultural office. It is
estimated that around 1,000 Owl boxes have been built and deployed by property owners around the county.

Quarantine Interceptions

In an effort to stop smuggled or hitchhiking pests from entering our county, the Agricultural Commissioner’s
Office conducts inspections at the Post Office, UPS and express mail carriers in San Joaquin County.
Shipments by truck, rail and ship are also inspected when they are deemed to pose a pest risk. In 2002 San
Joaquin County biologists intercepted 214 “A” and “Q” rated pests through quarantine inspections. These
interceptions included Red Imported Fire Ant, Solenopsis invicta. The most commonly rejected pest was
Lesser Snow Scale, Pinnaspis strachani.

Punagrass Eradication Project

Punagrass, Acnatherum brachychaetum, is a tough, unpalatable weed of pastures and hay crops. Localized
infestations of this noxious weed occur in the Tracy/Banta area. This native of South America forms large
tough clumps that outcompete our native plants. Manual removal of mature plants has proven to be the most
effective method of control. In 2002 over 7,500 plants were dug up by hand, a number down from over
24,000 plants in 1999. Four fields previously infested with punagrass received ‘eradicated’ status in 2002.

Organic Commodities

San Joaquin County has 19 registered growers of organic commodities. These growers farmed 850 acres to
produce 2.1 million dollars worth of organic meat, milk, nuts, fruit and vegetables. San Joaquin County
organic producers are registered to grow over 30 different commodities. The 2002 organic cherry crop was
the most valuable at over $365,000. Organic cattle were a close second at $345,000.
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San Joaquin County Trading Partners 2002

Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Belgium
Bolivia

Bosnia

Brazil

Bulgaria
Canada

Canary Islands
Chile
Colombia
Congo

Costa Rica
Croatia

Cyprus

Czech Republic
Denmark
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador
Equator
Estonia

Fiji

France

French Polynesia

Germany
Greece
Guatemala
Guyana
Haiti
Holland
Honduras
Hong Kong
India
Indonesia
Israel

Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kuwait
Latvia
Lebanon
Lithuania
Malawi
Malaysia
Malta
Marshall Islands
Mexico
Mongolia
Netherlands
New Guinea
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Norway

Panama

People’s Republic of
China

Peru

Philippines

Portugal

Republic of Korea
South Africa
Trinidad and Tobago
Republic of Uzbekistan
Romania

Russian Federation
Saudi Arabia
Singapore

Solomon Islands
Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Taiwan

Thailand

Tunisia

Turkey

United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
Uruguay

Venezuela

Vietnam

Zambia










