


Cattle and Calves

This year’s San Joaquin County Crop Report is dedicated to our Cattle and Calf Industry. The cattle business has
been an important part of California’s history and economy since before the Gold Rush.

Cattle are considered to have been one of the first animals domesticated by man for agricultural purposes. It is not
clear when cattle domestication first took place, however, cattle have been depicted in prehistoric drawings, tomb
carvings and pictures.

The first domestic cattle provided milk, meat, and hides. They were also used as draft animals and for transportation.
The same animal was used for meat, milk and for working purposes. Later men began breeding cattle specifically for
use as beef animals or milk producers. Early cattle raisers were nomads, following their herds in search of grazing
land for their animals. Eventually, some herdsman settled down and fed their cattle grain and stored forage feeds in
addition to grass.

Domesticated cattle are in the family Bovidae. They belong to the genus Bos that includes the two species taurus (syn
bovis) and indicus. All breeds of cattle from European ancestry such as: Angus, Hereford, Charlais, and Simmental
belong to the species faurus. Tropical countries are home to the indicus species, which include humped cattle like the
Brahman and Africander.

Many believe that the first herd of cattle in the U.S. grazed in what is now Texas as early as 1583. They were
descendents from cows brought from Spain by ship to Mexico in 1521, These cattle were the ancestors of the
legendary Texas Longhorns.

Cattle became established in California after Juan Bautista de Anza brought the first herd to the San Gabriel Mission
from Mexico in 1774. Cattle in California were originally raised for hides and tallow. The cattle industry changed
dramatically as miners poured into the state during the Gold Rush. The custom of slaughtering cattle for only their
hides and tallow immediately gave way to the more profitable practice of driving the animals to market to sell as beef.
A cow that was once worth up to four dollars now seld for as much as 75 dollars in San Francisco. Entrepreneurs from
the eastern states soon realized the demand on the California’s beef industry and began driving eastern cattle over the
main immigrant roads. By the end of 1853, 62,000 head had entered the state.

The present-day beef cattle industry in San Joaquin County can be divided into two major phases: the purebred
registered beef cattle production, and commercial beef production. The purebred operation is a small and specialized
element of beef cattle production. It is designed to generate the breeding stock for commercial beef producers. The
commercial producer’s objective is to produce the maximum pounds of beef at the lowest possible cost. The
commercial beef producers can be sub-divided into three operations: the breeding herd, usually referred to as the cow
and calf operation; the stocker operation which purchases young animals to produce pounds of beef; and the feedlot or
finishing operation where cattle, held in confinement, are fed grains and agricultural by-products to efficiently gain
weight. The number of feed lots in California has declined over the years because of stringent regulations and the
departure of facilities to other states.

Beef operations in San Joaquin County are typically small family owned operations that have been in the same family
for four or five generations. Most present day operations run less then one hundred head of cattle and are not the sole
source of income for their owners.

The number of cattle and cattle operations in San Joaquin County have decreased during the last 25 five years or so. In
2001, there was an estimated 159 operations taking care of 21,000 cattle. As recently as 1997, there was 423 beef
operations running 27,200 cattle. Regardless of the number of operations or the operation’s size, long term success
requires careful stewardship of animals and the environment. As long as there is range, pastureland and other
abundant agricultural products to feed their cattle, ranchers in San Joaquin County will continue to use these rich
resources to provide quality beef products for hungry consumers.

A SPECIAL "THANK YOU"
The San Joaquin County Agricultural Commissioner's Office expresses its deep appreciation to the San Joaquin Farm
Bureau Federation and Ag Credit of California for their contributions to the 2001 Crop Report. We would also like to
thank the San Joaquin County Cooperative Extension for their contributions and Kelly R. Viss for the cover photograph.
Without their support the publication of this report would not be possible.
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SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY

Dear Sccretary and Board Members:

In accordance with Section 2279 of the California Food and Agriculture Codc, I am pleased to present the sixty-
cighth Annual Report of Agricultural Production in San Joaquin County. The values shown are estimates based on
the most common method of sale for the individual commodity, except for fresh fruits and vegetables where the
value is based on the F.O.B. packed price at the shipping point. The figurcs contained in this report are gross
values rather than net returns to the grower.

The gross valuc of agricultural production for 2001 in San Joaquin County is estimated to be $1,389,307.000. This
represents a 3.7% increase from the estimated $1.348.628,000 for 2000. Significant increases occurred in Field
Crops. Nursery, Apiary. and Livestock & Poultry Products. Seed Crops and Vegetable Crops remained relatively
static. Fruit & Nut Crops and Livestock & Poultry decreased in value. Highlights of the 2001 crop year are as
follows: ‘

e Milk reclaimed the county’s number one commodity title for the first time since 1994, with a value of
$298.368.000.

e Cherry total value for 2001 reached an all-time high. elevating it to third on the “top ten list™.

o Grape value decreased sharply because of yield and price reductions.

¢ Animal feed commodities, such as hay and silage. experienced an increasc in acreage and total value.

e Field Crops increased in value and acreage for the first time since 1997.

e Dry bean acreage declined in 2001 because of poor market demand in 2000 and large carry-over inventory.
e Sugarbeet acreage dropped to zero with the permanent closure of the last local processing plant.

e  Woody Ornamentals continues to spark the county’s growing nursery industry, rising to number eight on the
countv’s “top ten list™.

I wish to express my sincere appreciation to all who assisted my biologists and deputies by furnishing the necessary
information that made this report possible.

Agricultural Commissioner





































SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

WEED PESTS
Bull Thistle
Cirsium vulgare

Italian Thistle

Carduus pycnocephalus

Klamathweed
Hypericum perforatum

Milk Thistle
Silybum marianum

Puncturevine
Tribulus terrestris

Purple Loosestrife
Lythrum salicaria

Russian Thistle
Salsola australis

Water Hyacinth
Eichhornia crassipes

Yellow Starthistle (yst)
Centaurea solstitialis

INSECT PESTS
Aphid & Scale Insects
(numerous species)

Cottony Cushion Scale
Icerya purchasi

Ash Whitefly
Siphoninus phillyreae

Greenhouse Whitefly

Trialeurodes vaporariorum

GREENHOUSE PESTS

Fungus Gnats, Sciara spp.

despotted mites
Tetranychus spp.

2001 BIOLOGICAL CONTROL

BIO CONTROL ORGANISM

SCOPE OF PROGRAM

bull thistle gall fly, Urophora stylata

seed-head weevil, Rhinocylus conicus

klamathweed beetle, Chrysolina quadrigemina

thistle head weevil, Rhinocylus conicus
artichoke fly, Terellia fuscicornis

puncturevine seed weevil, Microlarinus lareynii
puncturevine stem weevil, Microlarinus lypriformis

black-margined loosestrife beetle,
Galerucella calmariensis
golden loosestrife beetle, Galerucella pusilla

stem mining moths, Coleophora spp.

chevroned water hyacinth weevil,
Neochetina bruchii

mottled water hyacinth weevil,
Neochetina eichhorniae

water hyacinth moth, Sameodes albiguttalis

yst bud weevil, Bangasternus orientalis

yst gall fly, Urophora sirunaseva

yst hairy weevil, Eustenopus villosus

false yst peacock fly, Chaetorellia succinea

Asiatic ladybird beetle, Harmonia axyridis
Vedalia beetle, Rodalia cardinalis

parasitic fly, Cryptochaetum iceryae

ladybird beetle, Clitostethus arcuatus
Encarsia wasp, Encarsia partenopea

ladybird beetle, Clitostethus arcuatus
Encarsia wasp, Encarsia formosa

a nematode, Steinernema feltiae
predator mites,

Galendromus (=Metaseiulus) occidentalis
Phytoseiulus spp.

1 site

limited

limited

countywide

countywide

countywide
countywide

1 site
1 site

limited

1 site
1 site
1 site
2 sites
2 sites

2 sites
countywide

countywide
countywide

countywide

3 sites
countywide

1 site (field)
2 sites (greenhouse)

2 sites

2 sites
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GENERAL SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY INFORMATION

COUNTY SEAT STOCKTON
COUNTY POPULATION (2001) 583,700
POPULATION PER SQUARE MILE 379
INCORPORATED CITIES (7)

ESCALON, LATHROP, LODI, MANTECA, RIPON, STOCKTON AND TRACY

LAND AREA (SQUARE MILES) 1,400
LAND IN FARMS (ACRES - 1997) 808,838
TOTAL CROPLAND (ACRES - 1997) 559,435
IRRIGATED CROPLAND (ACRES - 1997) 519,021
NUMBER OF FARMS (1997) 3,862
AVERAGE SIZE OF FARMS (ACRES - 1997) 209
AGRICULTURAL WORK FORCE 15,700
LOWEST ELEVATION IN COUNTY (DELTA AREA) 12' BELOW SEA LEVEL
HIGHEST ELEVATION IN COUNTY (SOUTHWESTERN AREA) 3065' ABOVE SEA LEVEL
LENGTH OF COUNTY (NORTH TO SOUTH) 75 MILES
WIDTH OF COUNTY (EAST TO WEST) 65 MILES
AVERAGE JANUARY TEMPERATURE 53°
AVERAGE JULY TEMPERATURE 93°

AVERAGE ANNUAL RAINFALL

NORTH COUNTY 16 INCHES
SOUTH COUNTY 14 INCHES
EAST COUNTY 12 INCHES
WEST COUNTY 9 INCHES
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