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GARAGE FIRE LID AND WALL REQUIREMENT 
 
 

Residential walls between the garage and house are required to be 1 hour using 1 layer of 
5/8” type X sheet rock applied to the garage side of the wall and must extend tightly to the under 
side of the roof system.  All fire walls must meet the following requirements: 
 
1. All electrical outlet boxes must be metal or 1 hour rated and shall not share a common stud 

cell with an outlet box on the opposite side of the wall. 
2. All plumbing and electrical wires penetrating the fire wall shall require a fire stop assembly 

rated for the application. 
3. Washing machine waste boxes and water boxes installed in the fire wall shall be rated for 1 

hour construction. 
4. Electrical sub-panels are not permitted in fire walls.  Panels may be surface mounted or 

furred beyond the fire wall with additional framing members, sheet rock, and fire caulking at 
all wire penetrations.  This additional stud cavity allows for a wire chase to the attic area. 

5. Duct work passing through fire wall shall be 26 gauge and shall extend to the furnace 
plenum.  All duct joints shall require 3 sheet metal screws and braced every 4’. 

6. The furnace-water heater platform shall require the fire wall to pass behind down to the 
floor or blocking shall be required between studs at its top surface with minimum 1 1/8” 
plywood decking and 5/8” type X sheet rock around its perimeter. 

7. Doors between the garage and the house shall be required to be 1 3/8” solid core material 
or a door rated for 20 minutes, self closing, self latching, and weather stripped. 

 
Residential fire rated ceiling in garages shall be required when the fire wall does not extend 
to the roof system, when a common roof truss passes over both the house and garage area or 
second floor is above the garage.  Garage fire rated ceilings must meet the following 
requirements: 
 
1. Fire lids must meet the requirements of one of the attached USG schedules or provide 

ceiling joist at 16” centers.  See attached sheet for USG tested systems. 
2. Perimeter blocking shall be required for attachment of all out edges of fire lid. 
3. All electrical boxes shall be rated for 1 hr and extend out to within 1/8th of finish surface. 
4. Recessed lights, speakers, or any other installation that provides a non-rated open space 

into the attic area must be framed and sheet rocked as to provide the same integrity as the 
rated ceiling.  All joints must be fire tapped and any wire penetrations must be fire caulked 
with an approved fire caulk assembly. 

5. All attic areas above the garage lid with 30” of crawl space must be provided with attic 
access and ventilation.  Note:  If access can be provided from the house attic, an approved 
attic access door must be provided.  See attached sheet. 

6. All garage walls supporting trusses that are common to both the house and garage must be 
protected as a fire wall with 1 layer of 5/8” type X sheet rock applied to the garage side of 
the wall. 
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