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—COUNTY—— Planning - Building - Code Enforcement - Fire Prevention
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Planning Commission Staff Report
Item# _2 , March 6, 2025
Text Amendment No. PA-2500050
Prepared by: Megan Aguirre

PROJECT SUMMARY
Applicant Information
Project Applicant: San Joaquin County Community Development Department
Project Site Information
Project Location: Countywide

Supervisorial District: All

Environmental Review Information
CEQA Determination: Notice of Exemption (Attachment A, Environmental Review)

Project Description

This project is a Development Title Text Amendment to remove Chapter 9-816 — Abandoned Vehicles
regarding the regulations pertaining to abandoned vehicles. The San Joaquin County Sheriffs Office is
proposing a replacement ordinance for inclusion in Title 4.

Recommendation

1. Forward to the Board of Supervisors with a recommendation to adopt the Findings for Development Title
Text Amendment (Attachment C, Findings), and

2. Forward to the Board of Supervisors with a recommendation to approve Development Title Text
Amendment No. PA-2500050.
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NOTIFICATION & RESPONSES

(See Attachment B, Response Letters)

Public Hearing Notices

Legal ad for the public hearing published in the Stockton Record: February 24, 2025
Number of Public Hearing notices: 53

Date of Public Hearing notice mailing: February 24, 2025.
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ANALYSIS

Background

In 1969, the Board of Supervisors approved the first ordinance for the removal of abandoned automobiles,
which was followed by the creation of an Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Program (AVA Program) in 1973.
The AVA Program allowed for the abatement and removal of abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, or
inoperative vehicles from private or public property, excluding highways, which were handled by CHP. The
ordinance also allowed for the recovery of fees and was to be administered and enforced by the County
Building Inspector. Since that time, the County’s ability to provide this service has fluctuated and the County
Building Inspector’s office was merged into today’s Community Development Department. The AVA
Program was most recently updated in 2021.

Currently, the Sheriff's Office addresses abandoned vehicles located in the public right-of-way, and the
Community Development Department (CDD) addresses abandoned vehicles on private property. The
Sheriff's Office has proposed taking over the CDD’s role in the abatement of abandoned vehicles, and in
2024, the Board of Supervisors approved the addition of new positions in the Sheriff's Office. As a result,
the CDD is proposing to remove Chapter 9-816 Abandoned Vehicles from the Development Title (Title 9),
which directs the provision of this service to the CDD Director or their designee, while the Sheriff's Office is
simultaneously working to replace this chapter with the addition of a new section to the Public Safety (Title
4) section of the County’s Ordinance Code.

Text Amendment

This Development Title Text Amendment is proposed to remove Chapter 9-816 Abandoned Vehicles from
the Development Title (Title 9). The Text Amendment is being processed in anticipation of a proposed Text
Amendment by the Sheriff's Office to amend Title 4 to incorporate similar ordinance language. The main
difference would be that the new language would transfer responsibility of the administration of the
abandoned vehicle abatement from CDD staff in the Code Enforcement Division to the Sheriff's Office. If
the Planning Commission approves staff's recommendation to forward this Text Amendment to the Board
of Supervisors for approval, CDD will schedule this item in conjunction with the timing of the Text
Amendment proposed by the Sheriff's Office to ensure that there is no gap in program availability.

Notice of Exemption

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15061 (b)(3) states that a project is exempt
from CEQA if the activity is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects that have the
potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there
is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is
not subject to CEQA. The Community Development Department has determined that the proposed Text
Amendment to remove an ordinance from Title 9 (Development Title) and the subsequent placement of a
similar ordinance into Title 4 by the Sheriff's Office has no possibility of causing a direct or indirect physical
change in the environment, much less a significant effect on the environment as it is just a matter of
changing who is administering an existing program. Accordingly, the Text Amendment is exempt from
CEQA.

Planning Commission Staff Report, PA-2500050 Development Title Text Amendment 5



This page intentionally left blank.

Planning Commission Staff Report, PA-2500050 Development Title Text Amendment



RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Planning Commission:

1. Forward to the Board of Supervisors with a recommendation to adopt the Findings for Development
Title Text Amendment (Attachment C, Findings), and

2. Forward to the Board of Supervisors with a recommendation to approve Development Title Text
Amendment No. PA-2500050.

Attachments:

Attachment A — Environmental Review
Attachment B — Draft Ordinance
Attachment C — Findings
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SANsJOAQUIN Community Development Department

COUNTY

Greatness grows here.

Planning - Building - Code Enforcement - Fire Prevention

Attachment A

Environmental Review
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SANSJOAQUIN

C'J.' eatness (}'J OWs I[?(."f(.".

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

TO Office of Planning & Research FROM: San Joaguin County
P. 0. Box 3044, Room 212 Community Development Department
Sacramento, California 95812-3044 1810 East Hazelton Avenue

Stockton, California 95205

County Clerk, County of San Joaquin

Project Title: Text Amendment No. PA-2500050
Project Location - Specific: The project site is Countywide. (Supervisorial District: All)
Project Location — County: San Joagquin County

Project Description: A Development Title Text Amendment to remove Chapter 9-816 — Abandoned Vehicles
regarding the regulations pertaining to abandoned vehicles from Title 9 (Development Title). A replacement
ordinance is proposed by the Sheriff's Office for incorporation into Title 4 (Public Safety).

Project Proponent(s): San Joaquin County
Name of Public Agency Approving Project: San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Megan Aguirre, Principal Planner
San Joaquin County Community Development Department

Exemption Status:
General Exemptions. (Section 15061[b][3])

Exemption Reason:

Califomnia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15061 (b)(3) states that a project is exempt from CEQA
if the activity is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects that have the potential for causing a
significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in
question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA. The Community
Development Department has determined that the proposed Text Amendment to remove an ordinance from Title 9
(Development Title) and the subsequent placement of a similar ordinance into Title 4 by the Sheriffs Office has no
possibility of causing a direct or indirect physical change in the environment, much less a significant effect on the
environment as it is just a matter of changing who is administering an existing program. Accordingly, the Text Amendment
is exempt from CEQA.

Lead Agency Contact Person:
Megan Aguirre Phone (209) 468-3144 FAX (209) 468-3163 Email- meaguirre@sjgov org

Signature: Date:

Name: Gerry Altamirano Title:  Deputy County Clerk

Signed by Lead Agency

Date Received for filing at OPR:
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SANsJOAQUIN Community Development Department

COUNTY

Greatness grows here.

Planning - Building - Code Enforcement - Fire Prevention

Attachment B

Draft Ordinance
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SAN JOAQUIN,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ORDINANCE NO.
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 9 OF THE ORDINANCE CODE OF THE COUNTY OF SAN
JOAQUIN RELATING TO VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE DEVELOPMENT TITLE

The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Joaquin ordains as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 9-816 — Abandoned Vehicles, Series 800 - Base Zones, Title 9 of the
San Joaquin County Ordinance Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
to read as follows:
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Section 2. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days after its
adoption, and prior to the expiration of fifteen (15) days from the passage thereof, shall be
published once (1) in the Record, a newspaper of general circulation published in the County of
San Joaquin, State of California, with the names of the members of the Board of Supervisors
voting for and against the same.

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the
County of San Joaquin, State of California, on this _of ____ to wit:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

PAUL J. CANEPA

Chairman, Board of Supervisors
County of San Joaquin

State of California

ATTEST: RACHEL DeBORD
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
County of San Joaquin

State of California

By:

Deputy Clerk
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SANsJOAQUIN Community Development Department

COUNTY

Greatness grows here.

Planning - Building - Code Enforcement - Fire Prevention

Attachment C
Findings
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Findings

Basis for Development Title Text Amendment (PA-2400533)

1. The proposed amendment is consistent with the General Plan and any applicable Master Plan.

e This proposed Development Title Text Amendment would remove Chapter 9-816 Abandoned
Vehicles, which contains the regulations pertaining to abandoned vehicles and ascribes the
administration of the regulations to the Community Development Department Director, or their
designee. The removal of this ordinance is intended to occur simultaneous to the including of a
similar ordinance in Title 4, with responsibility for the administration of the regulations placed upon
the Sheriff's Office. This would result in the County continuing to provide this service without any
gaps. Although the General Plan does not directly address abandoned vehicles, there are policies
regarding limiting public nuisances. Relocating the ordinance would maintain consistency with the
General Plan, and any applicable Master Plan.

2. The proposed amendment is necessary for public health, safety, and general welfare or will be of benefit
to the public.

e This Development Title Text Amendments and corresponding Title 4 Text Amendment would
benefit the public by ensuring that the County is able to abate abandoned vehicles in a more timely
manner. The Sheriff's Office already abates vehicles on public roadways, whereas the Community
Development Department does not have a process to directly provide this service and typically
relies on the Sheriff's Office to respond to such matters.

3. The proposed amendment has been reviewed in compliance with the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act.

e California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15061 (b)(3) states that a project
is exempt from CEQA if the activity is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects
that have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen
with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect
on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA. The Community Development Department
has determined that the proposed Text Amendment to remove an ordinance from Title 9
(Development Title) and the subsequent placement of a similar ordinance into Title 4 by the
Sheriff's Office has no possibility of causing a direct or indirect physical change in the environment,
much less a significant effect on the environment as it is just a matter of changing who is
administering the existing program. Accordingly, the Development Title Text Amendment is exempt
from CEQA.
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