Proposed Regulation for In-Use Off-Road Diesel Vehicles in California

Brief Summary
The Air Resources Board (ARB) is considering a rule that would impact companies that own off-road diesel equipment and vehicles like forklifts, scrapers, graders, backhoes and skid steer loaders and operate it in California.  The rule is scheduled to be considered by the ARB in April 2007.  Staff plans to hold workshops to discuss the proposed rule and solicit input on it in February 2007.  A brief summary of the proposed rule follows.   
All fleets would be required to report their affected equipment to ARB.  Then, annually, as vehicles are repowered, replaced, or retrofit, the changes must be reported to ARB.

All fleets would be asked to meet fleet average emission rate targets for particulate matter (PM).  Large and medium fleets would also be asked to meet fleet average emission rate targets for oxides of nitrogen (NOx).  The targets decline over time, requiring fleets to reduce their emissions as time goes on.  In order to meet the fleet averages, fleets have the option to retrofit their vehicles with verified emission control devices, repower them with cleaner engines, or replace them with cleaner vehicles (new or used). 

If a fleet is unable to meet its PM target, it can instead retrofit 20% of its fleet per year with verified diesel emission control devices.  If a fleet is unable to meet the NOx target (for example, because it has a lot of older, dirtier vehicles), it can instead turn over 10% of its fleet per year.  To meet the turnover requirements, fleets may repower their dirtiest vehicles with cleaner engines, replace their dirtiest vehicles with cleaner vehicles (either new or used), designate some of their vehicles as low-use vehicles, or use rental vehicles in place of the dirtiest vehicles.  The rule never requires a fleet to turn over more than 10% of its horsepower in a year, nor to apply exhaust retrofits to more than 20% of its horsepower. 
Finally, the rule would require that operators of off-road diesel vehicles shut down their vehicles rather than idle for more than 5 minutes, unless such idling is necessary for proper operation of the vehicle.
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